Students win for energy
saving tips for computers

CONFIGURATION CHANGE: By simply switching a PC's
setting to standby mode if it's idle for more than 700
seconds, schools can save a lot on power bills, they said
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Young people can help reduce the
nation's carbon emissions by 3.5
million tonnes annually by making
a simple configuration change to
their personal computers, a group
of university students said yester-
doy, adding that combined with
other energy-saving hahits, they
can play a role in combating global
wWarming.

The students from Natonal
Chinn Tung University's Display
Institute had formulated a set of
configuration statistics that waon
the Climate Change, Time for Ac-
ton challenge — a competition
to design concrete energy-saving

proposals organized by China Life
Insurance Co (R E) for people
aged 15 1o 24

“Universities and tertiary edu-
cational  institutions  accounted
for 120 percent of Taiwan's en-
ergy consumption, which cost the
schools about NTS2 billion [U$64.1
million] In electriciy bills.” said
Jhang Geng-we {Ji5k#E), the leader
af the tive-student team.

Jhang and his team decided
to focus on reducing power con-
sumption by computcrs, as most
students own a computer and the
machines sccount for a large per-
centage of the electricity used in
schiools,”

“We observed that although av-

erage usage for each computer is
ahout eight hours & day, the ma-
chines are left rinning for another
16 hours. Students leave them on
because they don't want to wait for
the computers to boot up whenever
they want (o use them and because
electricity is already included in
our tuithon,” Jhang said.

However, Jhang and his team
discovered that they eould recon-
figure the computer through the
control panel to go inio *standby”
misde after T00 seconds of idle
time, thereby decreasing power
usage by HU percent, Jhang said.

“And if it goes inte hibemation
after 20 minutes, ¥7.5 percent of
its running power can be saved,”
e sabd.

Under such conditions, 4.68
units of electricity can be saved
per day per compiiter, Jhang sakl.
Assuming “1, 700 units can be saved

each vear, that could cut annual
electricity hifls by NT55,040,7

“This means that if the nation’s
520 million young people were to
use this simple configuration, 5.5
billion wndts of electrcity could be
saved, which translates to a 3.56
million-tonne reduction in carbon
emissions,” he sabd.

But placing one's computer on
energy-saving settings is not the
only thing that voung people can
do for the earth, the students sadd.

"IFor exampla.] the Environ-
mental Protection Administration
has been promoting the concepl
of bringing your own chopsticks
when eating out ... Tuiwanese use
approximately 1 billion paira of
disposable chopsticks each year.
By bringing our own, we can help
reduce that number,” said Sun
Guo-pel (W), a member of the
Legurm,



